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Growth of Soviet Atomic 
Research and Reports on 
Klaus Fuchs Described 


By PETER KinSS 

iiw^iLU* *n»* sv^ T#rk tjowi 

. WASHINGTON. Dec. 4— An, 
Initial batch of S3 4 pagfrs of. 
Central Intelligence Agency; 
files has been released ©n 
the 25-vear-old case that sent 
Jutwis and Ethel Rosenberg to 
their deaths for plotting atomic 
spying in behalf of the Soviet 
Union. 

A look at the documents, 
released under the Freedom of 
Information Act suit brought 
by the Rosenborgs’ two sons 
hoping to clear their parents 
Dames, supplied some footnotes 
to history today at a Rosslytt, 
Va.. C.I.A. office. 

They included the following: 
^Two page* ot a study of 
Soviet military intelligence, 
contending that the Soviet’s 
atomic quest started relatively 
unplanned as a result of pre- 
World War II Comintern re- 
cruitment of scientists for 
foreign .Communist fronts. By , 
1943. the study said. Soviet] 
officers were receiving detailed) 
information on atonyc research] 
by their allies^— England, Cana-j 
4a and the United States. : 

<jA 1900 report from a source; 
In East Germany on Or. Kiaas 
Fuchs, termed in the other stu- 
dy the first atomic spy for 
the Soviet military, asserting 
that he carried oat "extensive 
calculations for a breeder reac- 
tor with a relatively high .burnt 
out of about CO percent" while 

r r in prison h> Britain. , 

f A C.I.A. report to the Fe- 
deral Bureai* of Ir.vertigaucn 
dated May 59. 1930. C tu g * 

? Nazi security booklet ns navtng. 

fisted Dr. Fuchs before the 1941 j 
German invasion of tht* Soviet* 
Union mw ***xl»«R*»y uange-, 


hcusua Sy the itussi 



(In dicat* p09#« M»# #f ' • 
new •pap*r i city end 

- r-r'&ti uwwr* 

— . a)c*) yofl K Tc*** 

... i,..,- .. 


’ v i,,f * 


■ ■-? » v . s&'&'T&W'' ■. 

... :, 

' *.*. . V^'VrjVv t*'. .Vw- ■: 

■ ~ ^ ‘*1% *Kt %»' * 

• •/• ■ ■ V "^VC'-V’ • . 

T - *fe- Vf/» . rfUlSf *ko. , • 

— — • r-*.-7 ; ••; 

.... \ ■ ■•' 

“\- v ■. - 

•• .J . . . • , ., ;i» -v- .v A. C ^v -1 ;• :#v : 

•/wf> 1 »•'“■ J riji.'-v;'" v- 

Out*! UtC S 195 

Edition: 4. 

Authors 

Titles ■ 

• ' 4 -' • a; ' V 

. r ~"P;M 5-/r- - r • - •• • 

-.- ■ i- ji.i'if.rv, "f : ii 4 V 

Charaetorr V^=' ?'*? ’ 

.■■'A >:* ' 

C la ul llcatlon: ;• 

Submitting Olflcet * 

Q Bolng taroettqatod Q ^ ^ 

"'Xjr~7s*if£.^ fa 



mwm 






. y. . ; :y 

'. *.’*,.. ..- ,,;- v^vr** 1 1 






. . %£%%? *'$$&■ f >V - Ai . ?--'** 

7?-- . '•'* ■ •- • A . '. . V. ;VT •- 

‘^#v?V* ■;. •> :,>,: •■v?. ; . T '' y ' •' 


*^y ; ' '' "' 


* * : fU " 


#S«&f#^!H**^;.":- ..-V. •;. _ » <; fv 


site;,’ 

••{Vig 




-T. 


3 irS§ISr 





r- 




^spapty* ■••5?*^ 




’'“’■* at " ' ' f;"" 


&*$■> *••■■ 


£y ■ 


jppfer . 


ISiiSv:;'';; ' r 


IMyjyy-— 


.■ i •;•;'■ vf ; : \£ ; : . ;; 


y' ; v •*' ->-™--<. • * , .- ■, ; * • 






J 'v|r • C*< »v ■ , ; /p; f| Sg 

srAtTy ^esr^Ai 1 y| 


6f§fgg§S|P 


w®** • 

afi?**** ?. 

% C . - .' /, ' 


fnck*Mlt*8‘ a t4 


| Dr~ 'Vuchs Had tWWrtt 

Jthc ixjf Alamo*. J^JIS > J 
ihomb project, is •> German - "■;• -4 
pngce with iho nr». ? h «c ,nt, ^ j 

wa^V^^. 
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' Us*! jed to ttie Rosenborg ctfe.j;,,: 
Harry Cold. * P!»t»dcU>h,». 
chemist, was «” est .? d .** :„* 7; 
a pent to avhom Dr. t uchs *avc . 
informirtion. TWs tod \° •* " - 
arrest of D&vtd • v 

wartime Army machinist *t vm 
Abmos. (or giving data to Mr. * 
Gold. Mr. Grecnzbss idenUned 
Julius Rosenberg. i • 

in-law, and Ethel Rosenberg.! 
his sister. *s other wntacts. 

The newly released doc* : ,a. 
uments showed that; the C. 1 .A.J v 
tried to trace Anatoli A. Yakov- 
lev, against whom the Rosen- '; 
berc indictment »S still out- 
standing as Mr. Gold s spy su- 
perior. The agency reported Mr « 
Yakovlev, who left the 
; States alter serving ^ Soviet 
vice consul in Ne\v York from 
1 SM 1 to 19 - 16 . had become vice 

“EUSISm. «.*.<»<«. 

long after the 1953 elcctrocu- 
lions of the Rosenborgs, sa'd 
that the Soviet officials , true 
name was \atskos. that he 
served in France from 1946 
to MM8 as a scientific and 
technical intelligence off ‘ ctr «, 
and that He then returned *to ; 
the Soviet Uimob,. H 

I E ot into some «»ncJ.pmrfd' 
l roubles '‘because ofrebtv* 
and then wound up in an intth 
ligencc "illegals directorate. } 


■ mcHs | 

Art April 1 WI, CiA. iW Wt* 
vmcflt Mid that Dr. PlKhs had jsyi 
recently been appointed depot/ gkw 
director of the Central FtyHCf 
Inctitute for Kuclear Physic* so 
Dresden. East Germany. J 

He was termed “still « bril- M 
liant scicntitt.-dedicated politi* fe o . , 
cally to communism-now mar- 1 , ;■-’•■ 
ried to a devout Communtst,‘-‘ 4 i. 
seven years bis senior.** :‘r r ^f 
“Fuchs is now very biuerfjf? 

•s a result of . bis yearn (■:-'$& .. 

-*« ! .t. and tta* a 


social contacts in Pr esden,' U* 
the report taid. ti ^ 1 

The winding trails cf the* * 
Investigalions were indicated 1 : 
bv t Feb. 21 , ! 950 . C.I.K 
.orandum to the F.Bi.. report*-^ i 
tog that an informant whose &&£? 
name is bUnkcd out had totdtf^.^ 


name is oiaoKca out n«u ww W&’s 
of an incident of Dr Fuchs 


V> »*> IHVIUWiV V* s^; ^ 

list trip to the United States *#,„ 
which he "now considers im- 5 # 
portant.” ■- ’ : f>.... . 

“Fuchs had borrowed a hat 
from an acoualnUnce" the me* M%; 
morandum related. "When ;T; 7 


moraDQum iricvvu. •-aws ^. f ; 

Fuchs forgot it, the ac<?uam- t £V y 
tance refused to pick up the /; 
hat nt a certain restaurant and .V / 
r insisted that it be brought oven * 
by (the bianked-out nameJ . M ^4 
Newly released F 3 .L doc-j 
uments here include an ir.(er-l 


UIIIUI19 im.ivu'. '*” — T • 

view with Dr, J. Robert Oppeo*! e 
heimer, director of the tos £ 


neinicr, vi; t'vtwi vi sm. . ^ • j*. 

Alamos atomic bomb project^; ; 


nioinva w—<r r- \ ' 

calling Dr Fuchs’s wartime j. ! ’- 
s cientif ic contributions . com* - %t • 
mendable / 1 

A March 9 , 1964 . CXA. mem-, 
orandum reported that « 
^usually reliable” informant 
had reported that *ail the So~v^ A' 


rinv ^ ^ * 

v \ et slate security personnel -; . 

to wived to the Fuchs case inifg: 


■involved to the Fuchs case in ^ 
England received awards.” „ j 
The material was obtained 
by the Rosenberg sons, Michael *• 
and Robert Mceropol, who wop ; r 
the release yesterday of 29 , 00 b , \ 
pages of F.B.L data on tht gl 
c a se, -> . ■. ~ ' , *’ _ jt 
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*y W1UJAM CHAPMAN 

f > W*»hl<x>toA Pott 

WASHINGTON - A key 
J**”? 8 ? against Julius and 
™ el Rosenberg was uncov- 
red fey th e Government 
trough a Op from the FBI 
itrformant who was Rosen- 
5 cellmate during the 
^according lo govern . 
ment documents. 

«.JP* d0cuments a, so por- 

5* tb* informant, Joseph 
as an Jn . 

wslkgent, clever prisoner play- 
c ft^and mouse game in 
wiMch he tried to win an 
*“1y parole by digging j n - 
*™*>on out of Rosenberg 
after Rosen- 

lThemL* e ^f nCed t0 dea ^- 
JeTlt tem} ' relea sed ear- 
£*»*•*. is the first to 

pJS£ S ite,y that the 

■ jailhouse Informant 
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TO attack Rosenberg 
^‘bllity-he had £52 
the witness stand having 
Passport photos taken Jt 

Row e,dW * Sh ° P ’ at " F * rk 


----- .w UnlC 

«sr .jssss sr*r: = '“ w '‘ ^ * l * p “* 

ments were made public as a } aK ^ U f th ^ rS xvho have written 
Result of a freedom-of-infor- fc the celebrated Rosen- 

Ration suit hrAnnui . I berg trial have i)eeo.;kv4 


vvt *^ made public as a 7 a i^ *7/ witten 

• Result of a freedom-of-infor- . th . e I ce,ebrate<1 Rosen- 

fnation suit brought by their s£hf, 7 f have described 
pons, Robert and Michael' "s< testimony as both- 
jMeeropoi. ael startling" and "devastat- 

The key witness produced Ihf p^v*” ^Pathetic to 
^ Tartakow-s Up™ s , Rosenbergs cite his state 
issport photographer ? n t'‘ £* ° f 0,6 /ew **» 

imed R«r, ^ F,,cr corroborating 
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'•■ •;. ^■rsp- f >-V4W;!<--<4fci-i #V:' . ... 


by 


passport photographer ™ ents a * <* tl 

named Ben Schneider, whj nL^T^^S evidence 
that the Rosenbergs fbf^n * * gainst tbe™ by 

had had photos taken i « £ „ « over nment. , 

s v« « y s r;r J t 5 .sr- * «4 

«50. His testimony was J. " ’ xvhose name wis 
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berg lawyers before the trial 
*“*an. The government said 
the time It had not known 
-j Schneider’s existence when 
tfe trial started in March of 
1V51, and the new documents 
show that it was on Tarta* 
kow’s tip during the trial 
that the photographer was 
found in time to testify «s 
the last of the government’s 
23 witnesses. 

Tartakow obtained the in- 
formation, according to the 
documents, because Rosen- 
berg worried aloud in his cell 
that the photographer might 
be discovered and used in 
the trial against him. 

I memo from FBI official 
A. H. Belmont, written In 
A^ril 1951, says that Tarla- 
kow ’’furnished us with In- 
formation obtained from Ro- 
senberg that Rosenberg was 


||1%: 


•Pprehensive lest the FBI 
learn of his obtaining pass- 
port photographs in June 
1950 for himself and fam- 
ily, and use such information 
in the trial. 

“This information was fur- 
nished {by Tartakow} dur- 
ing the trial and we were 
successful in locating a pho- 
tographer who had made the 
passport photographs for 
Rosenborg and his famliy 
and the photographer fur- 
nished evidence at the trial.” 

Other documents released 
earlier have Indicated that 
Tartakow obtained from Ro- 
senberg a Jailhouse confes- 
sion of espionage activities 
and accounts of other espio- 
nage figures the government 
wanted to arrest. 

Marshall Ferlin, an attor- 
ney for the Rosenberg sons 








<whotookth enameofUMir ^ 

adoptive parents), has dte 
missed these reports as Fa 
"fantasy” created by the 
government J 

In one document made 
public earlier this week, Tar- 
Ukow depicted Rosenberg 
* s * man shaken by the 
guilty verdict worried about 
his wife, and hoping for 
some help from his friends. 

A memo Tartakow wrote 
said: "He (Rosenberg] is In 
such « complete state of 
emotional stress that he dis- 
cusses nothing but his wife, 
his need to be with her, the 
children, the fear of losing 
them, arid the work that 
must be done In his behalf. 

"Several times he Men- 
tions his quote friends} un- 
quote. But only | n Jome 
fleeting expression of hepe.” 
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FB$s Rosenberg Informant 
Called a Confidence Man? 
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jg|§y WILUAN CHAPMAN 
ti w»»h)»«ton Pest 


$ I WASHINGTON —The FBI 
p^Mormant who was Joints 
jtosenberg’s cellmate during 
K pi$ celebrated espionage 
trial is pictured in govern- 
£5 men! documents as a ^con- 
fidence man’* who tried to 
t‘| parlay his relationship with 
Rosenberg into a n early 
t-i parole. 

A memo from FBI official 
i AJHL Belmont, written in 
April 1951, said the infor- 
mant — Jerome Eugene Tar- 
takow— -actually may have 
2; obtained much of his infot- 
: mation on Rosenberg from 
newspapers or other prison- 
, ars. 

Rosenberg and his wife, 
Ethel, were executed in 1953. 
The FBI documents were 
made public as a result of a 
freedom-of -information suit 
Y filed by the couples’s sons, 
Robert and Michael Meero- 
P pol 

j *A Confidence Man’ 
y v TarUkow, Belmont wrote, 
*is definitely a confidence 
man... He is Intelligent and 
has the confidence man’s 
ability to capitalize on his 
knowledge of Information 
M which may be available to 
the press, prison sources, 
etc,, to present a convincing 
^ story regarding the scope of 
his knowledge of Rosen* 
Y berg’s activities. 

^Tt is not possible to state 
1 that any Information which 
bef has furnished to tis is 
definitely false. On the other 
> band, undoubtedly .much of 
tqg infotmaiion lie furnished 
Jibe obtained Jioiit sources 


other than Rosenberg . . /He 
has furnished us definite, 
original information; for ex* 
ample, the passport photo- 
graph information.” 

That was a refernce to In- 
formation TarUkow recei- 
ved from Rosenberg that 
led to passport photogra- 
pher Ben Scheider, who 
turned out to he a key wit- 
ness at the trial. 

Belmont's memo and other 
material provide an intimate 
picture of how Tartokow 
tried to use the FBI to ob- 
tain a parole at the same 
time the FBI was using him 
to extract Information from 
Rosenberg. . 

Disparate for Parole 

Tartakow desperately 
wanted the FBI to recom- 
mend him for parole, the 
FBI material shows. A tele- 
type message from New 
‘York agents to Washington 
says that on April 16, 1951, 
Tartakow was informed 
•“that the bureau could take 
no active role whatsoever In 
recommending him for pa- 
role . • . . t TarUkow) appear- 
ed very upset over receiving 
this news and stated that he 
does not stand ‘a ghost of fi 
chance for parole without 
bureau recommendation.”* 

Other , documents show 
that the TJ. S. prosecutor, 
Irving Saypol, now a New 
York Supreme Court justice, 
recommended early release 
for Tartakow because of his 
cooperation. Tartakow was 
released about three months 
before his sentence \yas li 
expire, but 41 Is not cleat 
"whether the release was due 
to SaypoFs intervention cf 


because of the good behavlA* 
credits TarUkow had hulk 
up during his days in th| 
Federal House of Detention . 
in New York. 

One reason the FBI did 
not want Tartakow released 
was his potential usefulness 
In befriending Motion So- 
beli, another convicted atom a 
spy* 

The FBI’s Belmont wrote 
that Tartakow’* value to the 
bureau "will carry over altar 
Rosenberg’s removal « * * 
through Tartakow's accesa 
to Sobell Mho will be Incar* 
cerated at the Federal 
House of Detention until re- 
moval to Atlanta. ^ 

"Parole for {Tartakow) at) 
this time in this connection! 
would thwart our principal) 
objective in having TarU-* 
kow have access to Bobell 
end Rosenberg.** 
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Report in Rosenberg F iles^ 
Held Harry Gold Neurotic 
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The testlmcmy of Mr. Gold, * » ?*”I° bv f xtrem e orderliness erate with the Government 
confessed «tomic*spy ^/compulsions He has poor but it being P' eve " te *. *fc 

for the Soviet Union, helped J,;. ft* workl dom- doing §o became of the “ 

bring about 1951 death sen* "**j, , 9 n 5jj l P r »sentful ideas and flume his wife exercises wet 
fences lor the Rosenbergs and ed pS ychosexual any decision to this matter. 

» ffl fg j g aja u s ssStoS. ’ w.c^«»- 

Anmmlr esofonaee P ** 1 “His early history with eco-l _ Marcb 30 , 1954, another 
commit espionage. , c dlffjcu , tiM , n d • racial _ document said. "Sobell 

MFsbuass -rags 

of Investigation files released rad .cal political ideas— all hta although the agency weto «n 
01 peUtion of Michael and , d / ed to his imbalance. * with at leas it tow I ^emews 
. Robert Meeropol, the Rosen- , other d0C uments showed re* with himinAkatrar Pen 

:rgs* aons. who hope to d fc t unsuccess ful efforts tiary dunng the year. 

, |monstr.te their pwents in- {J** F . B .I. in the early years y An MXjjjfo «« %, N ^| 

! Mr. Gold testified In March of Mr. SobelPs ,ra P r,s0 "™!^ a request, for an appraisal of 
[ 1951 Sat he had obtained he served nearly 18 years— to j Mr s , bell’s personality, 
atomic information from David .induce him to give up his I shortly a ter his sentence saia, 

! Greenglass, another major \ prot estations of innocenqe. „ 1 “Sobell , ives in a worm 01 

, prosecution witness, but he Mr Sobe || was released in ! electricitj* and electronics, 
was never cross-examined by *?• “°r . , med ical with classical music and photog- 

defense counsel. ‘ ‘f 6 ®’ * na “ "°Z r UvinB in traphy his only diversions. 

Psychiatric reports had been ^ cct ™"'? m/ Gold who^ad Tho documon ) * a,d th *L^k 
ordered In Philadelphia by New York. Mr. Gold, who haa Sobeli , s father had gone bank- 
iFederal Judge James P. Me- been a Philadelphia chemist, rupt runn ing a drug store and 
Cranery before he sentenced , served 15 years and was re- "blamed his failure on cap* 
Mr. Cold Dec. $♦ 1950, to 30 leased in 1966; he died in jta |j sm an d big business, 
years in prison as a spy con- August 1972. Mr sobell, the report said, 

soirator with Dr. Klaus Fuchs, a July 1, 1$52, New York « was indoctrinated in commu- 
the British atomic scientist. memorandum quoted a con- nism tt tn itarly age, working 

A 1966 effort by Mr. Sobell fidentiai ^prison informant as sum mers at * Communist camp 
to challenge Mr. Cold’s credi- asserting that Mr. Sobell told Remembered as a City 
bOity in a bid by Mr. Sobell him: ^ • A llege^soap box orator’ for tHe 

for t new trial led the Federal «j was the fall guy in thhj tyoung Communist League ado 
Bureau of Investigation in New who i e thing. I am .innocent.! Washington as chairman at 
York to ask whether Mr. Gold j W «| S around when a lot dn arC^lK v 

has ever undergone psychiatric things happened and > lot of " u,,r,T ^“ 

examination, and an F.B.I, reply people were involved in it I ve 
from Philadelphia dated July got a story to tell— -a good 
$, 1966, noted f lwo 1950 tests. st0 ry to tell, and they H listen 
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Near in Case 
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Wp:'"'-' t: ; ^ •• ••• -- 

^'•. i : k. . • •' - ,.., 

By U II,r,I.\.M CII \mVN 

•;•■■■• ,s \- 

* Wsshinofon ^ost 

^ -.2 •. .-■■•■ . .. 

WASHINGTON —If Julius 

:^,.y- - 7 .. •••■ 

■" ':. • ••*■ : 

Rosenberg had volunteered a 


la<d-n\imitc confession of his 

$§%Kr:,.; ; . ...:.. .. 

espionage activities to save 

• ' -v 

his life in 1953. the FBI was 


prepared with a minutely 

?,■,:•■• > .v.-'- •,. 

synchronized ptisan plan to 

. ..... . *.;. . .v ; .: ',;... 

.. encourage his cooperation. 


FBI agents were to l>e hid- 


den in an unused garage 

; . .■].■,■■ ‘.vtr "*' . • u -- 

*• ; •* v 

200 yards from Sing Sing's 

• v;2 • . ->• • , 

death house on the night of 


the execution. If Rosenberg 


had signaled a willingess to 

P^7.Pv. : -.' . 

talk, word would have been 

~X V \ ..••', -...;•. 

passed in code to the con- 

’•ypj;.-;- .. 

cealcd agents, who would 


then h^ve speeded by station 

- . .. -. \ 

wagojt to Rosenberg's cell. 


"Julius Rosenberg will be 

: ; • : v2' ' ' : --- 

first interviewed in his pre- 


execution ccli/' says an FBI 


memo wired to bureau direc- 


tor J. Edgar Hoover a few 


days before the execution. 

:>.‘:::p - '•■: , ' r 

"and if ostensibly coopera- 

.P- ; , - ■ 

tive will be immediately re- 

V-:.. .•*■•»:';. • ■ - . 

■m,:’- ^ .: ' 

moved to a coll on the second 

p. .v ■ • :y'- ; . ■::" ; • 

floor, which is in an unoc- 

- m ■■'■■ • 

. ■ ;•. . / .. .-7. _ 

cupied wing.” 

irS^ry ",•> P-p ,7"'*-' - ' 

The agents were prepared 

-imvpp-pf :, . .. 

• ,r- ., P... 

for a Jong* siege. 

.- 5 t*-V- V - .•-•i • y# : • • ." ' • - 

They planned first to put 

fpp? iy<:;y v : .,... ■ ., 

four questions to Rosenberg 


as a test of his willingness 

vSf-V-Vt.'j.f- , - '• • * ‘--rS P'i - Vi. • • ’. - • ■ 

to talk. 




Question No. 1 was: "Nam* 
the individuals who furnished, 
you information to give to 
I he Russians** 
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JuIjus Rosenberg and bis » S4 
wife, Ethel, never broke, and ~% ■ 
they went to the electric 
chair early the evening of ’■ '^i' 
June 39, 395-1, still insisting 
they were innocent. • 5 

Their deaths ended the . --7 
g-overntncnl's fervent, almost * '• 

obsessive hope for confes- 
Slon. . 

Records made public by 

• several agencies In the past 
few weeks show that, from 
we beginning of the cele- ■ 
orated case, the government 
hoped that the Rosenbergs 
would crack under conviction 
•nd heavy sentences and 

lead agent* to other spies. - ’ s 
Hoover, for example, be- ~ \' 
heved from the first llvat an 
Indictment of Ethel Rosen- 
berg might induce her hus- 
band to cooperate. 

In July, 3950— after Rosen- 
berg s arrest but before his 
wife’s— Hoover suggested to 
•Attorney General J. Howard 
McGrath that proceedings be 
brought against Ethel Rosen- 
berg. If Rosenberg could be 
induced to talk, Hoover 
ivrote, his confession would 
open the door to ease* * 

against other suspects. v.v,*4 

4t *'* tec\* Hoover wrote, 

"th&t proceeding against his 
*ifc might servj as a fever - •-* 

In this matter.” ■? - * -. 

ApproxiMstciy Ihjff weeks , 

* feig r « Bt hef Rosenberg was i > 
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arrested ™£n& barged with 
conspiring with her husband 
to commit espionage. 

In the files of the Energy 
Research and Development 
Mministration. successor to 
fie Atomic Energy Cornmis- 
lion, is another memo indi- 
cating that a confession was 
nigh. on the list of Justice 
Dept, goals in prosecuting 
the Rosenborgs. 

A memorandum from an 
official in the AEC’s Division 
of Security explains why the 
Justice Dept, believed the 
case was important to na- 
tional defense. 

*The [Justice] department 
believes if Rosenberg [is] 

. given death sentence and his 
wife 30 years, he may be in* 
ciined to talk. If so, Justice 
believes others in the espion- 
age ring . . , may be dis- 
closed.” 

In December 1953, as the 
Initial date for the Rosen- 
berg’s execution approached, 
the Justice Dopt’s internal 
security chief, William E. 
Foley, proposed having gov- 
ernment agents handy at 
Sing Sing to await a con- 
fession. Foley named three 
other p e n d i n g espionage 
eases he thought likely to be 
broken if the Rosenborgs 
talked. 

In 1953, with the Rosen- 


extent of urging wu «t it* 
former informants, »ho Had 
befriended Julius Rosenberg, 
to beg him to cooperate. ^ 
The nfemunt eras Jerome 
E. Tartakow, who, before the 
trial in 1951, had relayed 
seme of Rosenberg's alleged 
confidence to the FBI. Tar- 
takow, a convicted car thief, 
had been In a Cell mlth 
Rosenberg In New York. 

A Letter • • 

In a recent letter to the 
Washington Rost, a man 
identifying himself as Tar- 
takow recalled that FBI 
agents visited him shortly be- 
fore the execution and sug- 
gested that he urge Rosen- 
berg to cooperate with them. 

Tartakow said he did not 
task Rosenberg to "confess 
his guilt” but suggested tha* 
he "somehow cooperate until 
the authorities so that his 
life and Ethels might be 
spared.” 

Tartakow added: *TJnlike 
Julie, I am an ordinary man 
and the thought of death is 
frightening to me/* 

In the final months, m 
variety of plans surfaced In 
the government for obtaining 
the Rosenberg’s confession. 

An aide to President Eisen- 
hower proposed employing a 
"Jewish psychiatrist” to . 
"crack” them by psychologi- 
cal persuasion. President . 
Eisenhower was urged by 






*f*t' >**4x*!f!*Zi at/ • if*. • •» -*• 

, V ... ... ..i' •■ ." — -I- .VV • ‘ -••« ' 

: ,:y - • -s.v, y • 4 ~ • .4r? ' >.t- •• '»<•■• - ■ 




,. ‘ m s-jv. r0$ 


- f — «-4Miv«« VJ 

bergs second execution date others to commute the death 


approaching, the FBI ap- 
parently went to the unusual 


sentences aivi hope for 
confession later. — 
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By WILLIAM CHAPMAN 

{ ^ihinqitoft Post A 

WASHINGTON — David 
rreenglass, the key witness 
rhose testimony sent JuliuJ 
nd Ethel Rosenberg to the 
chair 22 years 'ago, changed 
his story of their involve- 
ment in espionage several 
times before taking the 
stand, newly released gover- 
nment records show. 

In one pretrial interview, 
Creenglass said his sister, 
Ethel Rosenberg, was not 
present when lie turned 
atomic bomb secrets over to 
her husband. Julius. He later 
was to testify that she not 
only was present but had 
typed up the information 
during a meeting in ihe 
Eosenbergs’ living room. 


(Indicat* page, nan* of 
n*w*pap«r, city and elate.) j 
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Edition: 


• At one point in an FBI in* 
v; v terview, Greenglass said he 
had no espionage contacts 
with Julius Rosenberg. Later, 

I he testified about several] 
meetings in which he said he] 
passed along sketches an<M 
descriptions of the bomb's* 
: triggering device. 
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Identification Switch . 

In bis first encounter wM§ 
the FBI, Greenglass Mend 
fied bis own wire, Ruth, li 
the one who recruited him 
tor espionage. Utter, in the 
•ame Interview, he said that 
Julius Rosenberg had put 
Ruth up to the recruiting. 

Transcripts of Greenglass’ 
pretrial statements are In* 
eluded in nearly 30,000 pages 
of documents mads public 
by the FBI as a result of a 
Freedom of Information Act 
suit brought by the Rosen- 
berg's sons, Michael and Ro- 
bert Meeropol. 

The Rosen bergs were con- 
victed March 29, 1951, for* 
conspiring to transmit 
jecrets of the atom bomb to 
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agents. They 
hi New York's Slum 
*jng prison on June 1$, lf53J 

xOroengfAss pleaded guiltJ 
*f o conspiracy Indictment 
mud eventually received a 15* 
yfar mantence. Critics of the 
governments case have con- 
*#n4«€ ever the years In 
; %hoks mud articles that 
Greonglass* otory was fabri- 
cated to frame the Rosen- 
bergs. 

Oreenglass had been an 
Army machinist at the Los 
Alamos, N. M. t atomic bomb 
laboratory In 1944 and 1945 
when, . the government 
proved, he was recruited by 
the Rosen bergs to supply -in- 
formation for the Russians 
and subsequently provided 
sketches and descriptions of 
the bomb's detonating device. 

Prior to the trial Green- 
glass was interviewed by an 
assistant U. S. Attorney in 
2*ew York about meetings In 
1944 and 1945 during which 
he had passed information 
to Rosenberg. A transcript 
of that Interview shows this 
exchange: 

Q, Was Ethel present in 
any of these oooastoas? 

• A. Never. 




Q. Did Ethel talk to you 
about it? 

A. Never spoke about it to 
me and that's a fact. Aside 
from trying to protect my 
alster, believe me that's a 
fact 

At the trial Creenglass 
testified that at one meeting 
In the Rosenbergs' apart-* 
men! he submitted secret in-/ 
formation to Julius, who in J 
risted that it be typed upj 
Ethel 4id the typing , • J* 
>eengla$s testified. 

* When first arrested on 
June 15, 1150, and questioned 
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• ^ ^iiefcrcd to say that U / 
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»• a memorandum ( 

* w a Washington FBI «*j < 

: X, A «. Belmont, *™ le ., 
the* questioning *** under 
1 ^ N^w York, reported 

this about Greenglass 1 imi»al 
resoonse: "Greenglass ad- 

that he worked on the 

a Communist, recruited Wm 
-to give information. t°® ur 

allies’ (the Soviet Umonl. 
Later, during the same 

questioning, Greenglass told 

FBI agents that it vvasJuhus 

Bosenberg who h * d * S l£ 
Kuth to recruit him. Tne 
two FBI agents «ho . «gj; 
tioned him wro te »" a {00 j 
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ST- JS-- - 
•srJSJSSfS 


’■ • ‘^r ■ 

, •■* ■ V;/- ~ 


■%%£}{, :■ ■' ... 

(**'>*“. ■• •'■-> v\ ' •• • 

■*•" v£? 

; £i *.~V -f 

v ./■ *A :]***■ 




tag espionage activities. with leniency * h* . j jb:.cv 

Subsequently. «» jjgg «•*«*• fffa£|U« was SilfSs #5 

-sssr? «« 

^rstfeSa- 

s&ftswtfS ss^^ru-r . ,#f 

. Kosenbcrg In detail tout « Turned l>ou*n Be*!"** 1 * * 

— — T-^.^-SSf3t« ■ ■ 

' “ a 1 ' 

iS??S»rA- «"-i 

.p«K|« 

lenient sentencing recoin 

wrote tn his memo- 

I m 'that he told Rogge : : 
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to be made by ^ j , 

>ept., not by the FBI. 

another FBI memo > £ w , ;; 

nt Attorney General , , 

s ZJgrS'-Z-: ; : 

ri mat the 

ld recommend * th 

sentence for Greeny . - v 

vrhangc I 01 * ^ ® coopc 
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>ntion of proper wthort- . 

when Greenglass *p- 
ired for 
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\Rosenberg Sons Say F.B.I. Bars Data 
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j WASHINGTON Jftn 6 (UPI) Sullivan, filed affidavits orders of fast Aug. 1 tod Aug. 

1 — The sons «f Julius and Ethel W*"* that J' 000 had > 7 10 **»« to «* 

Rosenberg lave charged the !bee " ?' thhe,d * « r "• W"* who took the turn* 

i Federal 8unw of Investigation 1 par f’ because they contained jOr thcir aadopt.^ parenls. 

withholds beck thousands of 1 ™ 11 ™ 8 ' secur,t >’ « lformatror, ’LoIi C d ”nce it l?s fifed Dec* 
page of the losenberg spy cm;-"** 

records in a *Villfur violation;^® ex ®' ,1 |?J; ®" 01h ® r < r | ?“” d f l ;i Justice Department wanted to 

of . court order that most of and Mich^^Meeropol. the ^SSSuSd^ *° ^ 

them be made public court rc-jenberg sons# charged that the - 

?cords showed today. if.B.f. had withheld 800.000 

\ The United States District pages, not 7,000 and had not 
; Court in Washington was asked given detailed justification re- 
’to hold the F.B.L director, Clar- qttired by the court. 

;*nce M. Kdty, and Wo agents In a motion filed in the court, 
of the bureau in contempt for here they asked Judge June L. 
failing to comply with a courl : Green to hold Mr. Kelley and 
order to release all records not the agents in contempt and or- 
exempted tor few. der them jailed if — as the Meer- 

As a result of Wo soils filed pols charged — to disobey her 

under the Freedom of Informa- r~ — 

tion Act, tbcF.B.I. had released. 

.29,900 pages of records con- 1 
certnng the events that led to 
;the execulkmof the Posenbergs 
;«a atomic «|ees In 1953. v r 
• . The two ■ F.BX agents, ■ . v 
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By STEVEN MATTHEWS 
Reacting to what he described 
*$ "persistent propaganda" that 
the trial of convicted atom spies 
- Ethel and Julius Rosenberg was 
unfair, former Federal Judge 
Simon H. Rifkind has announced 
the formation of an American 
Bar Association com mi He to 
"scrutinize the unfolding publi- 
city” generated by a revival <x£ 
interest in the 26-year*old case, j 
The aim is to "counteract 
unwarranted criticism" of Chief 
Court of Appeals Judge Irving 
R. Kaufman, who as a U.S. dis- 
trict judge presided over the 
trial and sentenced the Rosen- 
bergs to death. 

"The fact is that the conduct 
of the Rosenberg trial was meti- 
culously reviewed and repeatedly 
found proper, declared Rifkin. 

Kaufman’s "conduct of the 
trial has been more extensively 
and more carefully scrutinized 
by the appellate courts than any 
other case in American history," 
said Rifkind, who will head the 
four-man panel. 

‘it has been found flawless,” 
he added and “since judicial 
ethics prevent him (Kaufman) 
from speaking for himself, It is 
the duty of the bar to defend 
him against charges that are de- 
void of merit” 

The committee, actually a nub- 
committee of the Bar Associa- 
tion’s task force on courts and 
the public, will also “make cer- 
tain that public respect for the 

2 ‘udicial* process is not subverted 
'.V unfounded charges,” contin- 
ued Rifkind. He is a member #t 
the task force. 

\ He said that be believed tfmt 
tnany of the critics of the case 
rhave an affirmative interest in 
destroying confidence” in the 
judicial system. w 
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Bar Association subcommittee 0 ? P in vesripa Uon. and* 

”to counteract unwarranted flvlt documents Quoted bv an 


Association suocommiuce Bufeau of investigation, and* 
counteract unwarranted (hnt document quoted by an 


criticism’* of Judge Irving R. author -researcher. 


Waiter 


Kaufman for his conduct of Schneir, had followed the trial, 
the 1951 atomic spy trial of Separate random searches by 

.Julius and Ethel Rosenberg in | gSr's dlTa-had also turn.* 
jFederal Court here was an-; MarC h 16. 1951. F.B.L 

(nounced yesterday by a former r £ port _ m jdway in the trial-«n 
Federal judge, Simon H. R.f- ^ informanl ^ asserted cpn- 

1**2?' n « • . . - , versations with Mr. Rosenb srg 

j Mr. Rifkind, chairman of the slar ti ng the previous Deci m- 
jsubcommittee, said tt would b 0 

jalso ‘Scrutinize the unfolding Tb thc FBX report 4j d , 
publicity" on the case, resulting . d u ' wyC r-cUent talks over 
.from the newly released Feder- conce / n that a physician 
\ml files, * to make certain that - ht d „ cribe ta)ks with Mr. 
(public respect for law and tor Ro * cnberg aboul sma llpox in- 
,the judicial process is not sub- oculaljon ° implying plans for 
|ver ed by unfounded charges. travc |. thc dcfense lawyer's- 
. Incomplete reviews of the ( for refuting testimony 
newly opened files so far indi-,P f a confessed spy courier. Har- 
catc that the Goscrnment pos- (j 0 | d as a prosecution wit- 
nessed additional evidence mdi- and a hope to induce 

eating the gu.lt of the Rosen- V ereibleerror" to *1- 

bergs; Mr. Rifkmd said. He , l nnna \ 
assorted, -Not one shred of low an appeal, 
exonerating evidence has been Extensive Scrutiny Citea 
discovered from thc materials Rifkind said that Judge 

released to date.” Kaufmen’s conduct of the trial 

”!t is now clear.” he added, *^ as ^ een ni0 re extensively and 
that the Atomic Energy Com- morc -carefully scrutinized by 


mission was deeply concerned t h c appellate courts than any, 
that disclosures pertaining to' 0lher case in American histo- 
the materal obtained by the ^ » an< j “found flawless ” 
Rosenbergs might pose grave ^since judicial ethics prevent 
{dangers to national security.” from speaking for himself 


Others on the Panel 


Rifkind went on. 


- b« *.•« . j - , ?the duty of the bar to defend 

! g* l™ 0 tf™*rP TgtS — ** 

jForce on Courts and the Public de A n^ r ° rAnV i r i'; ftn \t r Rifkind 

Wd u « »* to.-, r; j£%srs*x£-gsH 

.chairman. Donald R. Frctz, a * v f ni - lr : Te J 
.judge of the California Sui>cnor cons , dcra ji on seven appeals in 
Court, G. William Shea, of Eos inn., 1 . .nd «*rAis 


XZrtrl T'ZS VJMiZ k west Court of A W** ,S and SCVW 
‘*A S *rr\*u*< ®‘ WeSt more in the Supreme Court 

. ' ol .... ' - and two clemency applications 

.. fts crcatiOn. I»e said. ns ( 0 president Eisenhower, 
initiated by <be association s « AltogcthCT u2 jutl-cs dealt 
president. Lawrence E. Walsh. in onc % nu or anotbcr wrthl 

also a f ‘ 1rnicr j ud ^l tbe Rosenberg case.*’ Mr.yRif- 

Mr. and Mrs. Rosenbergw«rt, ^ nd w .. Not one sa J w 

electrocuted June 19. 1953. for -..a* ^ iu*ir 

cohsoir 


electrocuted June 19, 1953, for n ai i C 5 (j 0 n 
co nspincy to communicate jin*J r I n ;. ir ; ion « 
fc -mation to thc Soviet linp n, C P nu . L il on ' . 
in hiding secret data on ^he] MKtKtt 

-v ,.?> - Y - ; -r 

v? • ...>••.• ; ’ilh?'.'' * 


nd said. "Not one sav 
i question their guilt or 


Y-”. - -.y,; 
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JWge to Examine 
fosenberg Papers 
JhatlJ.S. Withheld 


; v WASHINGTON,. Jan. 13 <Af>) 
federal Judge said today 
that she wanted to inspect all 
docwenU the Government has 
reived to release from its files 
on Itoe case of the convicted 
atm spies, Julius and Ethel 
ftoaest&erg, 

Dbtrict Judge June Green 
iui she would examine the 
doevnents to determine wheth- 
er the Government had a 
tm to withhold them on the 
grotad that they would violate 
ladmdual privacy or were not 
; . fefceant. 

lie Government last month 
made public about 30,000 pages 
of documents related to the 
celebrated spy case, 

We material was released 
as a result of lawsuits filed 
wafer the Freedom of loforma- 
tio« Act by Robert and Michael 
Meeiopol, the Rosen bergs’ sons. 

We Meeropols use the name 
of die couple who adopted 
turn after their parents were 
eettted in 1953. The Rosen- 
b< r& were convicted of con- 
Sf triag to give atomic bonlb 
Sffdtts to the Soviet agents. J 
lie Meeropols returned 4o 
court to contend that t|e 
Government had failed to turn 
ever*# the Rosenberg material. 

Jeffrey Axelrad, a Justice De- 
partment lawyer, denied that 
- contention and told the court, 
^’fn feet, the F.B.I. has done 
far more than is required.” 
Mr. Axelrad said the Govern- 
; meat would be happy to com- 
;plyw*th Judge Green's request 
but said, *Tt is going to be 
« massive task.” 

Marshal Perlin, lawyer for 
the Meeropols, argued that the 
Government had altered some 
dooaaxents and had failed to 
comp iy with a count order to 
tupfifjr an inventoiy of all the 
•perttot files* 

*y m. Berlin sard the files of 
at least tft witnesses called 
In Hr Rosenberg trial had not" 
been inventoried, ****%^—- 
fefc. Axelrad responded that 
all pertinent material would 
have turned up in the Govern- 
v-meafi inventory of the main 
t| fcal Bureau of Investigat on 
tile «a the Rosenbergs. Ttat 
tile, ho said, would coni tin 
«f«tftce$ to all material filed 
^eoftere by the F.B.L 
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JS-OK: 


FANTASY vs. FACT * — - ' 

The slide campaign to portray executed atomic spies 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg as innocent iambs led to the 
slaughter in a gigantic frame-up has reached the poiBt 
where the American Bar Association has had to set up a 
committee to defend the ’principal judge in the case, Irving 
R. Kaufman. Judicial ethics prevent him from speaking 
for himself. ' . • , 

Despite the efforts of the Rosenbergs family and 
friends to rewrite history, not one single shred of evidence 
has been unearthed to suggest they did not get anything 
hut a meticulously fair trial. 

We hope the bar association will be quick to counter 
all unwarranted accusations against Judge Kaufman in 
the most emphatic terms. : ’ 
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Recent .relations about Oh m* FBI plot, bar* . 
and abroad are part of the same trend. he feels. ;.; 

These feelings were forged in a P er ‘°^ # wh **V^* 
V.S. government was selling the VMg» tfjjj" 0 "?* 






V.o. gwv\>j«i„,c;i,v wno ”' v *" " ” ^,, 

Jithic communist conspiracy, “an octopus w&o»i 

• . , . 1 . i J h aaiil „ - J^^xi*£%_7&j&i3^lJb'::sM-r.M*i. yvfi 




}ect was to enslave the world," Meeropol said. .;-& 

WHEN THE SOVIET UNION exploded IU 
atomic bomb, “the general feeling was that somebody 


atomic bomb, “the general feeling was that somebody ■ 

must have stolen the secret,” Meeropol lold a. & 
sympathetic audience. ' . •#•; 

Along with his brother. Michael, Meeropol M 
ing a reopening of the trial and 


ing a reopening of the trial and vindication of ^ 

parents. He discussed the discrepancies of evidence , -:% &M 'XS 


yai UII/9. lie vwvmvvvw *»iv .-r’ — . x ‘ ■ t' -' 3j5«£ft:’ » 

and apparent perjury by witnesses at his patents 

“The question ‘is whether you believe the Green* * : . 
glasses or you believe the Rosefibergs, Meeropol v •* : : . ~ '.. r '"/;-4- : ..*- 

said., Ethel Rosenberg’s brother, David &eeng»tt» V 
named Julius Rosenberg as the person to whom lie , /- \$y. -'.# 

; passed the secret of the atomicbomb. . .:.;?• -‘ M ; 

Meeropol believes that Greenglass, already under , - , -: -?'\f< 

investigation for alleged communist connections, was — 1$Gs • 

told to name his brother-in-law by government ■ g| :••>: 
investigators, in return for a deal where he would get . _ ,..• 

leniency and his wife wouW go free. .' ’ >1' t u 

* ♦ * ■ '•'• •' rf^Ic 

GREENGLASS, MEEROPOL THINKS, believed v »- . v’ ^ 

Rosenberg would work the same kind of deal for him- - ; 

self by naming someone higher up. * > ^ 

As for Harry. Gold, the supposed “master spy” and i ' 

go-between from Rosenberg to Greenglass, ‘Gold is : : f ' v * ;'/ v: - -' r" 

questionable in his entirety," Meeropol said. Gold: ; ■ - ;«;;vVf 

was “witness at quite a few of these trials.” he added, I >V' ■::■{'•;&■*;■'■ 

and at a later one said he had created an entire • •■ 

fantasy life for himself, deceiving his friends for J€ . srfe^v- i* ’• ; ; ■ 

years. :< ••>•* 

At the time of his death, Gold was descrlbwM>y. »• -■ - .< y^- 

his employer as a man with a “difficult time &is* [ ;;;: \ 

tinguishing fantasy from reality,” Meeropol said. w \ - . 

He believes the people who investigated and prose* 
cuted the Rosenberg case “were the tools of other ^ :^V 

people” higher up in government. But more important* v ; .-, r ■. \ 
that nanting names is an understanding or the* j £ , '• -_ s 

atmosphere of the time and “the trust of where 

ornment was going.” . * v k- 4 * ’'t ?+**{. * v.w^x'.'./vV • 

THE MEEROPOL BROTHERS are trying to get 
• the papers relating to the case released, and 
involved in a Freedom of Information suit to get- them,f •• *-\ t '. : -' ; 

So far, Meeropol said, only 10 per cent of the paper, 
have been released, and those have large sections of ■ i 
information blanked out. . . _ , - - '1 • V.^ I : j- r '; 

, r His appearance was sponsored by the Long Island . ;- ll ^gS g'^ 

■ Committee to Reopen the Rosenberg Case, based m ^ 

Huntington. . • . r •'■•:>- **i* 

Susan Shilling, co-organlzcr of the committee, said .v^:- 
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Susan Shilling, co-organixer oi uw -?■: * 

the group is attempting to raise money .to defray the * 

Mecropols’ legal expenses,, get the papei^s glased, ^ 
and “make definite ties to government abuse of power . 7-y^v rr,.. 

and government repression today.” ' ' y , ^ ;.^ l ' : ' \ ■ •• ‘ * * 








associated with Carter * persona*"^and politics. He haven't had a chan<^^> look into his background and 
so 1< • tie popularity left at that they all administration yet . flnn they do they won Ybe quite 
thought hispublicsupporl would hWrathcr than help, as tempted to prodjw'a papier-mache mack Wcaow 

*ven though he was still in office. But plastic surgeons political campaigns aren't covered that way anymore— 

A havc madc him a nMiona1 fi S urc - rhe b°y* in “>e bus . 
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§Dn the Search for Smoking Guns' 

"The Hiss and Rosenberg Files AAA 


by Allen Weinstein 
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Now that the FBI has opened its files on the Rosenberg 
and Hiss cases, the search for "smoking guns" has 
started in earnest. Researchers are pouring over the 
Files in a special "reading room" at the bureau's new J, 
£dgar Hoover building. The significance of this new FBI 
policy of releasing masses of documents on such 
historically important cases remains to be determined. 
Bureau officials insist that their investigations into the 
Hiss and Rosenberg cases were honest and 
professional; therefore it has nothing embarrassing to 
hide. On the other hand the Rosenbergs' sons Robert 
and Michael Meeropol, and Alger Hiss, and their 
respective supporters insist that hidden within either 
the tens of thousands of pages already released — or, 
more probably, in the thousands of unreleased pages on 
which the FBI claims Freedom of Information Act 


courts to replace the bureau's standard operating aa^.- 
procedure of "selective access" with a policy of "general 
access, 1 " that is, to release documents to all interested 
researchers. At the time I filed the suit, I thought it had ^ a 
little chance of success. a 

Along came Watergate, however, bringing Elliot 
Richardson briefly to the Justice Department. Richard- 
son issued a directive in August 1973, Executive Order 
528-73, opening FBI and departmental records more 
than 15 years old to inspection by "qualified historical 
researchers Richardson's order, although limited 
mainly to those with academic union cards, involved an 
important liberalization of the Freedom of Information 
Act, which had so far failed to relax significantly the 
restrictions on access to previously classified govern- 
ment records. : ’A^Ar 


exemptions — there can be found evidence of con- 
spiratorial actions that helped to convict innocent 
| people in both cases. Whatever the truth of these 
- Aclaims, at least one thing seems obvious: Never before 
in its history has the FBI or any other government 
Investigative agency exposed such controversial files to 
^ general scrutiny. Therein lies a tale. * 

Several years ago, I began work on a study dealing 
with internal security in the United States during the 
rB194I>$ and 1950s, in particular, the domestic impact of 
the Cold War during the McCarthy period. Under the 
Freedom of Information Act I sued the Fill and Justice 
November 1972, assisted by the 
American Ch|. ILlbcrlies Union, initially requesting 
AOnly lh(* Hissjfifcs. 7hc complaint | filed quoted 
^extensively jfroinjFBt materials that had been released 
|o selected wrlieii sympathetic to the FBI, I asked the 


Soon after Richardson's order appeared, I asked the * 
FBI for both the Hiss and the Rosenberg files. The 
following month, September 1973, director Kelley 
wrote back to say that the two sets of records— a >a!a.. 
25,000-page Rosenberg dossier and a 53,000-page Hiss 
file — would be processed for me. The FBI's estimated 
charges for "processing" (an apposite word for the 
heavy-handed blue-penciling and outright deletions in 
much of the material subsequently released) came to 
$18,000. Although the Justice Department released a 
several thousand pages of material from its files on the 
two cases quickly, the bureau continued to stall, despite '/ ,:;^a, 
intermittent pressure from three attorneys general 4; 
(Richardson, Bork, Sa.xbc). Finally, in August 1975* A?i 
Deputy Attorney General Harold Tyler ordered f&c 
files released in the near future, and with 1 minimal V ■’ 
numlicr of deletions because of their historical • 


— ■ / .,^A S - ; significance. (In a later action, he prevented the FBI 

JVmsIrin, who teaches history at Smith College, is from imposing stiff "search fees" for the files, allowing. ; 

|* 4hc author of Prrjuryf; Thr f Uss-Chmilvrs Cmiflirt, which only xeroxing charges to be levied.) Up to that point. 1 

^ 3AAA'.-. h.idrccciv<id only a few hundred pages of the Hiss files A 


JL 


find none of the Rosenberg ranjSp. Shortly -after 
f’yler' s order, the two rolls of "pu^^Rn papers" unused 
fl Alger Hiss' trials were released, along with the first 
. %atch of Rosenberg documents. Then last fall the FBI 
' V'" yyas slapped with two stern federal court orders in the 
: * District of Columbia. The first was issued by Judge June 
Green In Michael and Robert Meeropol's suit for the 
Rosenberg files. The second, more sweeping order was 
Issued last October by Chief judge William B. Jones in 
55 . fRy ovvn suit* It covered both the Hiss and the Rosenberg 
45$fi8es. Both judges directed the FBI to release immediate* 
-f' ‘i-. iy the files in question, and by mid-January the bureau 
||45 already opened more than 28,000 pages of material 
' On the Rosenberg case and an additional 1 1 ,000 pages of 
^he Hiss dossier. The remainder were scheduled for 
release by January 31. Further Judges Green and Jones 
U ndirected the FBI to produce an index of every document 
gj^ssili their files in both cases. It should soon be possible for 
*VV ;; v$he first time, therefore, to challenge the FBI's 
|*55 withholding of specific documents under the national 
security, privacy and other exemptions allowed by the 
Ivcfe amendments to the Freedom of Information Act passed 
by Congress in November 1974 over President Ford's 
veto. The struggle to secure scholarly access to dated 
FBI records has hardly been won. But at least with 
•455 regard to files of special historical interest, such as the 
; Hiss and Rosenberg dossiers, the battle has entered a 
*4iVcn uevv and promising phase. 

The difficulties I encountered in attempting to 
" 5 examine FBI materials were not unusual; Other 
security agencies, among them the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Office of Naval Intelligence and Army 
5iv Intelligence have all deposited at least portions of their 
55 older files in the National Archives; there, declassifica- 
tion proceeds on a slow but regular basis. The FBI, 
5 however, has no archival policy whatsoever beyond 
‘5* that of protecting all its records, however ancient, from 
public disclosure. Thus, in the past few years, scholars 
!?' ^Studying subjects a half century old— the gov- 
^5 ernment's campaign against the IWW during World 
KU^War l, for example, or the "Palmer Raids" during the 
fe ; 1919-1920 Red Scare, the investigation of Harding's 
attorney general, Harry Daughterty, or the Sacco- 
^4 Vanzetti case— have regularly been denied access to 
4 the bureau's files. (There may have been some changes 
bt this situation' since Tyler's directive on the Hiss- 
5 Rosenberg files.) J. Edgar Hoover's ghost still haunts 
5 4 the bureau's personnel and practices, and it may not be 
r - farfetched to suggest that until the late director's death 
•|55. Ihe bureau never really had a historical "past." Even 
55 . events as distant as World War I radical raids and the 
H 5 1919-20 Rod ( Scare, aftec.aH, involved episodes in which 
iS44Hoovcr himself bad participated. In that sense, they 
5 j~5 remained current events— not "history"— in the mind 
the director. When Hoover died, the FBI acquired 
^^fivernight .a Iialf -century -old history, one that scholars 
.5^ can begin to probe intelligently only when they arc 
.guaranteed outre regularized moans of access to the 


agency's files. YetMn today. Congress, the justice 
Department and uQcourts have failed to tackle the 
complex problem of rationalizing the administration of 
-FBI records. • ’ 4 4, 55, . • -5 'V * '5; 

The bureau’s files contain valuable and irreplaceable 
materials, not only on matters of internal tscdritybul 
also on a variety of other historicalfy l»npocta»rt 
subjects, ranging from labor history 
history, from black history to the .peace4p|S it|wnf5 
Even more important than the issue fjd 
particular scholars receive the specific materiS 
seek, therefore, is a broader and more urgen need. \ 
Under the supervision of a joint committee con] isting, 
perhaps, of FBI officials, historians and archiv sts, all 
files more than a generation old should be. .removed 
from direct bureau control. They should be deposited. 


from direct bureau control. They should be depositea, 
with appropriate safeguards, in the National Archives, 
if only to preclude their being "lost" (the fate of certain 


if oniy to preclude their oeing «ost (the jate orjcertam g 
Rosenberg files 1 requested), burned (as Hoover's ' 
successor, L. Patrick Gray, did with Watergate records), « 
or otherwise misplaced, given the general confusion 
that appears to be the normal condition of the bureau's ;|S 
allegedly efficient filing system. Efforts now underway ■ 
by Congress and the Justice Department to supervise -M 
more closely the agency's operations provide an 5 / 
excellent opportunity to begin the process of reorganlz- 5- : 
ing the FBI record-keeping procedures. 45 . 

O nly the gullible and the ultra-partisan truly believe 
that some "smoking gun" will emerge from these 
records, some single and unique piece of evidence that 
will prove a specific theory of either the Hiss or the 
Rosenberg case. The FBI files, important as they are, 
can be only a part of any serious attempt to understand 
these episodes. Many other sources of information 
must be studied— files from the Justice Department, 
the State Department and other government agencies; 
materials contained in public repositories such as the 
Hoover Institution, the Roosevelt Library at Hyde 
Park, the Truman Library at Independence and the 
Library of Congress; and, of course, the basic printed 
primary sources. Also, for any serious study of an event 
in modern history, the participants must be inter- 
viewed extensively. Historians, even those.armed with 
FBI files, must recognize that there are no shortcuts to 
the normal- research process. 555"5:--'''- \ ->. 5 . 5 : 5 , 

• The concern of the historian must be to avoid the 
certainties voiced by partisans of the government, of 
Hiss or of the Rosenborgs and to rfr-mythologizc the 4 
episodes for those who arc open to persuasion by the 
weight of evidence. Major and unresolved questions^ 
remain in both cases, and the FBI materials ha ye already 
begun to clarify these. But no substantial evidence has ; 
yrf emerged to demonstrate that either Alger Hiss or 
the Rosenborgs were— a* their more Vociferous 
defenders' insist— victims of callous conspiracies , 
designed by FBI officials and others highly placed in 


tiiorc regularized m<>ai>s of access to^the^ ;. still fno^^^FBl . 


mmM a 


I mm 


files may or may not bear out n^Mjnspiracy claims. 
The danger is simply that, giveilifc post-Watergate 
snood, American public opinion today will accept such 
charges far more readily than it would have in the past, 
With or without adequate proof. 


The New Republic 


:".C' /V tger Miss and the Mceropols (on behalf 6f their 
jgg- parents) seek historical vindication. They have been 
„ Candid in recognizing that Watergate, here as 
elsewhere, was a watershed in the campaign to 
^jfeawaken public interest in their cases. Hiss, in this 
'Jp-bfew, was Richard Nixon's 'Tim victim," and Nixon's 
|S downf»ll has done more to legitimize public interest in 
^ Hiss than the uncovering of any new and substantial 
gy ;«vidence to demonstrate his innocence. As for the 
7 Rosenberg case, Robert Meeropol aptly observe last 
/ " year: "The biggest obstacle we have to overcome is the 
1 publics unwillingness to believe that the government 
could have been dishonest." The recent revelations of 
.77 , ’deceit, dishonesty and disreputable practices at the 
- highest levels of American government over the past 
^2 few decades— beginning in the Oval Office and 
Up extending to both the FBI and the CIA — have largely 
-r Temoved this obstacle. Given the condition of belief— 
pfrW, more precisely, disbelief— that presently prevails in 
® the United States on such matters, it is little wonder 
2; that every actual, possible or conceivable "conspiracy" 
,7 within recent memory has been reopened for scrutiny, 
i This relatively recent exposure of the extent of official 
• deception has eroded among normally cautious 
Americans the will to challenge even the most fantastic 
charges. 

As both a Jew and a historian, 1 am regularly 
reminded— by the ultra-right as well as by the extreme 
i, ; left — of my responsibilities in dealing with such alleged 
v conspiracies. One energetic defender of the 
t.. Rosenbcrgs warned me that unless my book confirmed 
pi?: the couple's innocence, 1 would promptly join an 
Sv apparent list of "Jewish kapos" alongside Irving Saypol 
*' n£ ^ Judge Irving Kaufman. Presumably I (like Judge 
§f> Kaufman) would lose my right to speak without 
y. harassment before a public audience. At the other, 
equally virulent, end of the spectrum, certain anti- 
"jy ; Semitic correspondents remind me regularly that (in 
the words of one) "a movement is afoot to rehabilitate 
gpihc Rosenbcrgs, Hiss, etc., not because you seek justice 
sttShul because they were Jews (a claim that would surprise 

‘.tira&s&u a ...... . ... ^ _ . * 


- ^ m . 7 / ; - 

■evidence or with iAwy of witnesses In these coses. 

' r '&*et?hig a conspir^f howevf r, and pew% 
t|uite different things. Serious welters wtil trnatinisc 
th* FBI files carefully before presenting any systematic 
or comprehensive statement on what they may 
demonst rate when Studied along with othey source* of 
in formation on s' case. 'But all Charges uf #t$Mru d; 
testimony, doctored evidence and affkid 
charges that have been raised— must be mnmiwd; 
thoroughly. Otherwise the credulous '«|| Jjfimfif* 
assume the truth of all such charges. "What are titqf 
hiding?" runs the ubiquitous question. It would be a , 
reckless scholar who, in the aftermath of Watergate, 
could confidently respond, "Nothing," without first 
carefully examining each specific queation/^i^^ip 
My own scrutiny to this point of the FBI's Hiss esse ; 
file indicates, at times, the bureau's iitcontpettnce in tint 
investigation but not its malevolence. It has failed, to ' 
cite only one example, to check adequately on Whit- 
taker Chamber's charges against Hiss until the House ' 
Un American Activities Committee raised the case in . 
1948, although the FBI first received information about * 
Chambers' work in the Communist underground in 
1940 and first interviewed him two years later. The 3 
files also detail both the extraordinary degree of t 
suspicion with which the FBI viewed HUAC's com- S 
peting investigation of the Hiss case and the difficulties 
faced by director Hoover in dealing with Attorney 
General Tom Clark. The FBI documents show that, 
even after Whittaker Chambers produced the 
"pumpkin papers/' the Justice Department still hoped 
to secure a perjury indictment against him rather than ” 
against ex-New Dealer Alger Hiss, apparently because ? 
of President Truman's insistence that the case could be 
explained largely as a "red herring" directed against his 
administration by the Republican-controlled HU AC./ 
Only in mid-December 1948, days before Hiss' indict- / 
ment by a federal grand jury in New York City, did the 
FBI receive authorization from Justice (quoting Assis- 1 
tant Attorney General Campbell) to "let the chips fall 1 
where they may." 

FBI interviews during the month with Henry Julian 
Wadleigh, Franklin Victor Reno and others who had 
supplied Whittaker Chambers with government ; 
documents during the mid-1930s confirm the latter's 
importance as a Communist courier. They undermine 
the frequently raised argument that Chambers may 
have concocted or exaggerated his role within the 


I^HissI-. . . the pillars of Communism (are) Marx (and] 


. * 1 WliVVVtVU VI «TI5 toic wicnin inc 

^Trotsky, *nd underneath every Jew whether he knows party's underground. In this connection, the bureau 

gftgll or lint a 11/ irliun knsrf W A ll _ t t • • . « - * . a 


not belt** collective heart /'Alt hough lunatic 
? /fringes. Ml Tight have Just their earlier 

style in today's wore 
Bvides/># ead climate of suspicion, my own mail suggests 
for many peopk% the old conspiracies are still the 

Not that all charges of conspiracy are necessarily * 
^fFrivolous. The TUI files, once available, may indeed 
pattern of bureau tampering wHh 




. H" . , * 




has released a number of interviews it conducted wrlth 
another member of Chambers' underground network 
whose activities have been kept sccfct until now. This 
unsuspected informant, a photographer named William 
td ward Crane (code name "Keith"), verified a great 
■deal of Chambers' testimony. /■._ 7 - 

Shifting to the Rosehherg case, both FBI and justice ‘ 
Department documents suggest the degree to which 
the piosecutor's decision to ask for a death penalty in 
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• vjjfut* trtal emerged only after a^^iod of heated .The most reason^^ objection to releasing these 
bickering between the pro5cct^^P(wf#o initially qM^tcr<entury-cd<Pjyl records .«* the lfo< Kij g 

sttfh * move) and the AtomlrEncrgy Comrnfe- Rosenberg case* Kinmn Hut tvisfh 

" *ton (which favored it and %von out in the end). The files privacy of people mentioned ta fee Wes. Even the RRI 

dho #*i$tain the charge raised by attorneys for the has abandoned the argument that 

Rosenborgs that the chief government witness, Ethel's documents involved should be withheld pit national 

brother David CreengUss, had stolen a chunk of security grounds, but it Has grasped like a ^ 

, qcanium from t-o$ Alamos after the war, an incident man to the anchor of privacy. Ignwing, 

't.'tihnt the f PI was investigating even before it shifted its moment any possible iron y In the FBilF‘1 i 

attention to s broader probe of the Fuchs-Gold- argument against release on grounds of prtyaey^^Rte ^^ 

| Greenglass-Rosenberg connection. At the same time a argument itself has merit, especially when apphol 1®> : ^0r 

Significant body of evidence emerges from the files — in anonymous informants or Others only peripherbBy 

f /^feUers exchanged between the Greenglasses during connected with thetwocases.Ihaveraisednoobjection ^ 

$^rld War 11 and in Julius Rosenberg's one interview to having such names removed from the ftles before - 

*pith the FBI prior to his arrest— to suggest that release. (U should be noted, however, that the FBFhas . 

Kf^Creenglass tried to inform Rosenberg about the secret been far less concerned over the possible injury %s be SS 

||Sjwork he was engaged in and that the latter knew the Suffered by such barely known individuals than ft has ■ J 

^jjenera! nature of that work. A surprising revelation been over protecting the privacy of key government J>j£ 
^ eyas that J. Edgar Hoover and other high government witnesses, such as David and Ruth Greenglass, who TV 

" officials close to the case had recommended clemency live today under different names and whose private 

r ^ lor Ethel— but not Julius— Rosenberg. FBI records on interrogations by the bureau are integral pieces of £ - 

- the case released thus far also suggest that Greenglass historical evidence.) I share the bureau's professed r; 

implicated his sis ter Ethel in his account of the spy ring concern over legitimate limitations to the "right 

^ ■|ar less (at first) than he did Julius. Finally, a new know" in a democratic society. Although secrecy has 

jg&Aaracter emerged from the files to assume an abused its claims during the past quarter century, 

1 3* Immediate position of prominence In the case, a privacy has not. The two must be held in delicate 

^ mysterious informer named Jerome E. Tartakow, who balance, even in connection with the records of public 

supplied the FBI with information about the alleged officials, although in practice it can be painfully difficult ^ 

^ Rosenborg spy ring gathered (he claimed) during jail- to define the "private" part of the life of a public person. 

house conversations with Julius Rosenberg. Although My own rule of thumb in dealings with government 
the bureau remained uncertain about Tartakow s agencies has skirted the general issue by arguing, 

I i reliability, he did apparently provide them with leads instead that most people involved in these particular 

that led to the last-minute discovery of a Manhattan cases, either as principals or as major witnesses, not 

photographer who testified, with devastating effect, at only testified in open court; they also testified before 

|;the couple's trial that he had made passport photos for congressional committees or published articles and 

them shortly before their arrest. Apparently the FBI books based upon their stories. Such actions might be 

jlK could not verify much of Tartakow's other informa- interpreted to mean that the individuals themselves 

lotion, but — until he is discredited — he still remains a have voluntarily waived their demand for privacy-^at 

- significant link between the Rosenbergs and the crimes least insofar as their knowledge of the evidence Is 

which they were accused. concerned. Deputy Attorney General Tyler, in order- ' * 


y V hat these and the other hard nuggets of informa- 
£>fiion that can be obtained from the files add up tc 
remains arguable. It is evident, however 4 , that there has 
pet to emerge from th^ FBI files *a coherent body of 
qusable material that would validate the guilt or 
^indicate the innocence of either Alger Hiss or the 
IRoscnbcrgs. Whether a more conclusive story will 
^ ^emerge after carefully examining the bulk of the file r * 
^remembering that the bureau will alwc.ys hold back a 
pHEertain number of documents) remains to oc seen. 
glCertainty partisans on both sides will find evidence to 
^validate their previous claims; but historians *mcom- 
inittod to any initial version of evenly may not be 
equally satisfied. Once the "smoking guns" have been 
returned to their hoist ?rs, scholars will st:ll be left with 
the slower, tnoie tedious fob of sifting all the evidence, 
-;FBl files .Included. .h tmk i 


tog the FBI to expedite release of the files, accepted my 
. basic argument on this point. 

The danger of abuse remains present at all times. As 
someone who values his .own privacy highly, I find 
myself uncomfortable even with my own working 
compromise on the matterof privacy and FBI record $/a 
compromise that now governs the bureau's processing 
of the Hiss and Rosenberg files. Historians using such 
material bear a special responsibility to ensure that— at 
least in their hands— the pursuit of documentary ; 
"smoking guns" docs not become all-consuming,* 
abusive, and headline-hunting. The great danger in 
using FBI files and other previously classified govern- 
ment records is that a scholarly variant McCarthyism 
will replace the careful assessment of new data— data 
that must be correlated with all the other available 
evidence if they arc to provide answers to the many 






unresolved questions in such controversial cases. 
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R qsenb erillawy&rs Alleging 
|] Judicial ImproprietytnCase 




' r " By BETER KIHSS 
tiawyefs tor (be two *ons of’ 


Xlhjel and Julius Rosenberg. 
Mettrocuted as atomic *py plot- 
tori in 1953, charged yesterday 
that *now-relea»ed reports by 1 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents — if accurate— indicated 
the: trial judge had violated can 


Substan ce of Ethi cs Canon 

fhc ethics canon cited by the 
Rosenberg supporters aays a 
judge should not permit private 
communications designed to in-, 
fluence his judicial conduct i 
xmp inm juu£c nw> '-«*» when affected interests are not! 

on* df judicial ethics and con- represe nied. Ordinarily, all com- ! 
stitutjonal separation of pow* m unications by one side's law- j 
mst\ to him are to be made 

In*a hews conference. Mar- known to the other. i 


said he would call the full court 
[into se ftton --im m ediately to 
’Wacate” any Individual to*- 
tiee's stay of execution. <The 


wvv w v» - — . 2, 

Rosenbergs were executed June 

^%bt files Included a letter by 
Judge Kaufman to Attorns 
iGenera! Brownell dated Oct 15, 
1957, saying, n have mot al- 
tered a word— -as Indeed I 
should not— in answer to these 
horribly concocted Communist 
charges concerning my conduct 
Un the trial/* The letter com* 


A 


(Indicate pee*. mam* of 
n«w»pap«r, elty *nd ittUa) 


4fi ** new* conference, *n«i- known to the oiner. **** 

^hairperlin, chief counsel for vjnlv one document made* mended the Justice Department 
the' ions, cited F.B.I. reports public by Mr. Berlin in a Bttt-‘ 1# — * , ~ a ' —*—*!«* 
that he contended reported im-j mP rp Hotel news conference 


proper contacts between the was F d at ed during the March 6 
judge; Irving it Kaufman, andj 2 g J 951 , trial. This quoted Ray 
agents and prosecutors, Mr. ^nd Whearty, a Justice De 
Pedib, who distributed 30 re- 1 p ar cment official as saying 
ports* obtained under the Free- March 16 that he knew Judge 
dorp :of information Act, pro- KaUfman would impose a death 
posed "a special committee of sentence "if he doesn’t change 
toqWry" *» ad « «P "indepen- his m i n d." . 

F.B.I. report dated April 


Hfor aiding a Look magazine re* 
1 buttal to critics 


dent'j lawyers and legal scho- 
lar! to look into the entire mat- 
ter. . ' • , 

JSjudge Kaufman, now chief 
judge of the Second Circuit 
CouH of Appeals, maintained 
a 25*year practice against pub- 
lic {statements on the Rosenberg 
case*. * 

:l $ut former Federal Judge Si- 
mon H. Rifkind, chairman of 
vn" J^merican ® ar Association 
subcommittee warned last year 
“to* * counteract unwarranted 
criticism" of Judge Kaufman, 
said : yesterday that a first 
glance indioeniJ nothing to im- 
pugn’ "the validity of the ver- 
dict/* He said the Court of Ap- 
peals had held the trial "fair 
and flawless." 

bit Rifkind said the lawyers 
lor the Rosenberg sons, Robert] 
and Michael Meeropol, had not 
glveii his committee a look at 
the documents before a "grab" 
for headlines o» the eve of a 
fupe; 15 Carnegie Hall fund- 
raising rally. ^ _ _ 

He said the TM t reports 1n- 
luded "triple 'and quadruple 
•" and ^eouitroom scut- 


‘An • * -i ’ ■ • • 

3, 1951, two days before sen 
tencing, quoted an assistant 
United States attorney, Roy M. 
Cohn, as saying Judge Kaufman 
had, consulted other judges and 
favored a death sentence. Mr. 
Cohn was said to believe a pris- 
on ^sentence might induce Mrs. 
Rosenberg to talk and open the 
way to other prosecutions. 

In a March 13, 1975, letter 
to the bureau, Irving H. Saypol, 
who had been chief prosecutor, 
recalled that Judge Kaufman 
had asked for Justice Depart- 
ment views, and then, learning 
these differed, asked that Mr. 
Saypol refrain from any recom- 
mendation *n court. 

A Feb. 19, 1953, report said 
Judge Kaufman had urged the 
Justice Department to expedite 
Supreme Court action on the 
Rqsenbergs* appeal rather than 
let the case go past a June re- 
ceis until that autumn. 

! A June 17, 1953, report said 
Judge Kaufman had "very con- 
fidentially advised" an agent 
that Chief Justice Fred M. Vin- 
som in a meeting with Attorney 
-General Herbe rt Browa ell at 1 1 


2ar$ay' 

iliHoB • - -* “ 1 " 


ticaiions between tbe judge 
n£l ’ Government, he *«id. 
vouid viol ate a s jcIc and some 
inpdubtedly related to threats 
ecelved by the judge - - * 



.. A top F. B. I official, Cartha 
rm * D. DeLoach, reported Dec, 21, 
1962, that Judge Kaufman, In 
a telephone call, had asserted 
that he "raised hell" with Thui> 
good M. Marshall then a new 
member of the Circuit Court of 
Appeals, for a question during 
an appeal hearing for Morton 
Sobetl Mr. Sobeli had been 
convicted of non-atomic espion 
age conspiracy with the Rosen 
bergs. 

•57 Opinion Is Cited 

The appeal had cited a 1957, 
Supreme Court decision —the 1 
so-called Grunewald decision- 
holding H improper for a prose- 
cutor to question a defendant 
about invoking constitutional 
privileges against self-»ncrimi- ( 
nation before a grand jury— as 
Ethal Rosenberg long before 
had been cross-examined. 

Justice Marshall the report 
said: had asked "if Sobeli had 
been tried last spring and we 
had him before us today, 
wouldn # t it be necessary for the 
court to reverse the decision, 
particularly in view the 

Grunewald decision?" _ 

The DeLoach report said an 
assistant United States attor- 
ney replied, "probably/* Judge 
Kaufman was quoted as saying 
this was a "stupid answer" that 
“might very well be the straw 
that breaks the camel’s back 
and as a result obtain SobelTa 
freedom.” , , ^ VI 

The latest document was dat- 
ed May 4, 1975, and said Judge 
Kaufman hid told the F.B.I, 
that "some counteraction 
should be taken to combat** 
publicity by the National Com* 
miuee to Reopen the Rosenberg 
Case. v 
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F.B.I. TRIED TO BAR 
m BOOK FROM TV 




1<imol«$t» M«a*ur*» Taken 


only to "exoner«t« the Roeen-L 
bergs " who were executed ini 
June 1953 wbije continuing to* 
maintain their Innocence, but’ 
also "to attack and undermine; 
the F3.I. in its investigations." j 

Sullivan's Instruction' j 
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v t Against Rosenberg Story 


»y JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Sfe ^^SHINGTON, Jun * I— the 
:;;; federal Bureau of Investigation 
took steps In the mid-!960’s to 
_ jprevent the authors of a book 
•: about Julius and Ethel Rosen- 
berg, the convicted atomic 
* spies, from discussing their 
; work on television interview! 
, programs, according to newly 
J released bureau documents. 

V; In a memorandum written on 
Oct 16, 1965, William C. Sulli- 
van, then an assistant F.B.I. 41- 
“'■'J: j rector, reported to his superiors 
> that Walter and Mariam 
| Schneir, the authors, had ap- 
proached "a leading television 
man in Chicago” with a request 
- . to discuss on his program their 
book, "invitation. to «n in- 
i quest” 

Mr. Sullivan said he believed 
vC /that the Schneirs intended not 


"In view of this ” Mr. Sulii* 
van wrote, he 'had told an inter* 
mediary, a Chicago lawyer, 
“to instruct” the unnamed tele- 
vision personality ”n otto per- 
mit the Schneirs to go on his 
television program for no good 
wouccrue from it.” 

Mr. Sullivan, now retired, re- 
commended that the bureau 


:sm y ft- f w 

V -•-.-‘T. -- ’>■—’, «|£rS£f! Air ,- 1 j 
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tMicoi* p«o«, mom* of ig,. 

ABwtpcptr, oitf o«t<i **•**<) 


take careful steps to secure! 
he cooperation of friendly tele*! 


the cooperation of friendly tele- 
vision stations and prevent this 
subversive effort from being 
successful. It should be kept off 
television programs and smoth- 
ered and forced out of the pub- 
lic eye,” he said in the memo* 
randum. - # , 

Mr. Schneir said in a tele- 
phone interview that be re- 
called having been rebuffed in 
an attempt to appear cn a tele- 
vision program in Chicago con- 
ducted by Irv Kupcmet, a col- 
umnist for the Chicago-Sun 
Times, but he could not say 
whether that was the program 
to which Mr. Sullivan referred. 
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Mr. Kupcinet, reached at his 
Chicago office, sted that the 
Schneirs had asked for an ap- 
pearance, but that he had de- 
cided that ‘there was no way 
we could use them,” and that 
,he had never sought guidance 
: on the matter from the F.B.L , 

















..".I 1 • -. ,.-v 






Request by Sons 

The Sulfivao memorandum 
and other documents were re- 
leased by the bureau in re- 
sponse to a request under the 
Freedom of Information Act by 
Michael and Robert Meeropol, 
the Rosenberg's sons. 

Some details were made pub- 
lic recently by the Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee relating to 
the bureau's use of informants 
and friendly "contacts” in the 
media and elsewhere in its at- 
tempts to manqnilate public 
opinion, but this is the first 
documented example of the 
bureau’s response to a partic- 
ular publication. 

^ Mr. Sullivan also suggested 
that the bureau take steps to 
refute and expose the Schneir ’s 
book thereby “putting the au- 
thors in proper perspective.” 

Another F.B.I. document that 
accompanied the Sullivan me* 
.morandum noted that "steps 
thaye already been taken in 


New York and by various 
“contacts” of ouns to refute the 
book written by the Schneirs.” 

That document reported that 
Irving R, Kaufman, the judge 
id the Rosenberg case and now 
Chief Judge of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, which indudes 


parts of New York, *has been 
furnished certain public aource 


ill8S§i' 






furnished certain public aource 
information” by the bureau. 

Judge Kaufman, the report 
said, "is having a lengthy letter 
written to the editor of The 
New York Times” regarding the 
Rosenberg case, and it noted 
that another “syndicated col- 
umnist,” whose name was not 
given, “is also doing this.” 

4, A number of Catholic publi- 
cations will also gssist In this 
matter,” the report said. . 

Also, a letter was sent to all 
bureau field offices in Novem- 
ber 1965 advising agents that 
"attempts will be made to get 
the Schneirs on television pro- 
grams throughout the country.” 

"All offices should be alert to 
any indication of such action 
and immediately notify ‘'the 
bureau in the event fnfomtatiop> 
is received Indicating sudi°4pj 
attempt on the part of the biff j 
thon" 
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fc.S.L No Longer Exhibits* 
‘Crime-. of the Century’ ^ 

SpttHl US**w K«« Y#rtT*ttM 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 15— One of the 
prize exhibits of the Federal Bureau of, 
Investigation— entitled "The Crime of the f 
Century” on the way Julius end Ethel,' 
Rosenberg were convicted as atomic spy 
plotters — is no longer being displayed,'. 

Attention was called to the exhibit 1 *: 
absence today by the National Committee 
to Reopen the Rosenberg Case. Thft ; 
exhibit had included such items is jt, • 

• tom Jelio box, fccallin*: testimony that •* 
; two pieces of such a oox had been .p^ , 

recognition signal for two participants 

• in the alleged conspiracy for which the 
‘ Rosenbergs were electrocuted in 1953. 

• An F.B.I. spokesman said that the 
exhibit was “not on the tour route now” 
because it was “not rebuilt” When the 
bureau moved from the Justice Depart- 
ment Building into the new J. Edgar 
Hoover Building, which was opened 
Oct. 1, 1975. 

The committee, led by Robert Meero- 
pol, one of the Rosenbergs 1 two sons, 
and Marshall Perlin, counsel, presented ft 
petition reportedly bearing 30.000 signa- 
turcs, asking that Attorney General Ed- 
ward H. Levi "immediately release ftl! 
files” on the case under the Freedom of 
Information Act Mr. Meeropcl told the 
Justice Department that a son of Mr;^. 
Lcvi was a signer. About 29,000 pages 
of^BrJr-xJocuments had been released 
^ast December. ■■■; - T ' 
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